DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

strong remonstrance on the third anniversary of the
Prince Consort's death about her continued seclusion,
she was adamant in refusing to open Parliament next
spring. Even when the Prince Consort was with her
that ceremony had almost always given her a head-
ache ; without him " any great exertion which would
entail a succession of moral shocks as well as very
great fatigue, which the Queen must avoid as much
as possible, would be totally out of the question "* It
is strange that, though her whole soul was sincerely
set on fashioning her life as the Prince Consort would
have willed, she conducted it, in this department of
her duties as Sovereign, on lines that must have
aroused his grave disapproval.

Prince and Princess Louis had spent two months
at Balmoral in the autumn before the Danish war
broke out, and then she resumed that diligent corre-
spondence with the Queen which contrasts strangely
with the bombardments from Berlin which her mother
did not wholly relish. " One can say anything to
Alice,5' she once wrote to her great friend Queen
Augusta, ec which unfortunately is not the case in
another quarter.3' It is easy to see why the Queen
set such store on the companionship of this gentle
daughter, for her letters show how enchanting her
presence must have been. She had the spontaneous
pen which portrays and invests the merest trivialities
with the thrilled interest she herself took in them.
It was a great grief that Baby, on their tempestuous

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, i, pp. 233, 345.
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